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HE photographer who desires a single-lens reflex camera,
giving a 6 6cm negative, finds that the choice is very
restricted.  Price considerations often reduce the choice

stll further, since not everyome can afford & Hasselblad or
Bronica. The Praktisix has, therefore, always been of great
interest, and this new version is a considerable advance on
the former model since there are internal improvements giving
greater reliability, as well as the obvicus change to a Biometar
lens from the Tessar,

Many people have described their ideal cameras to me;
frequently they turn out to be an enlarged version of a 35mm
SLR. The Praktisix might be said to correspond to this
description, since in some widys it rosembles the Exakta—
which is not really surprising. Like the Exakta, it is a reli-
able camera provided it is not “ ropaired ™ by unskilled hands.
The general style is that of a 35mm camera, but the negative
size is pominally 6 x 6cn end in practice 56 x 56mm (which
is mormal).

"Film adwance is by a singlestroke lever moving through
abour 270°. Counting is autoematic, using the system of
scitig the arrows on the backing paper against an index
mark before closing the back, The shutter release is well
placed for the index finger of the right hand, and is at about
45*, A standard cable release can be screwed in the centre
and there is a locking ring to prevent accidental exposures.

The shunter is a focal-plane type, with cloth blinds. The
speeds run from 1 to 1/1000th second, plus B, and, as the
table shows, are in the main very accurate. In particular
the four slowest speeds were absolutely spot-on and the
1/1000th just a trace faster than claimed. This is a pood
performance (1/15th is usually awkward with Lp. shutters).
There is an additional speed supplied between 1/30th and
1/15th for electronic flash and on measurement this was
found to be 44ms, say, 1/23rd sccond.  Synchronization for
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‘The lens has a bayonet mount. Mote the excellent central plu.m,. of the ldp-ul
bush, the coaxisl Nash connection vo che laft, and the indined relece (with
aafety-lock eollar)

SHUTTER TEST
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These tests were made by Bowens of Gerrard St wming modern
elwctronic apparatus according to & method laid down in the relevant
British Standard. The figures reprasent effective axposure as received
by the film; they do pot relave 1o votal opening time nor any other
value save ehective exposure.
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The film runs across without any ri;hl-:ngle bendi—a good feature. The hood
is self-erecting and has a sporusfinder device incorporaced.

bulbs is given in the booklet as 1/15th for short-duration ones
and 1/8th for the others; in practice & is usually possible to
use a faster speed with negligfle cur-off,

The lenses are fully interchangeable, with bayonet mounts,
The range goes from a 50mm {/4 Flektogon to a 1,000mm
catadioptric lens. The standard 80mum /2.8 Biometar (pre-
sumably 5 elements) has a fully automatic diaphragm with
“ preview " lever. Focussing is helical from infinity to about
3t (lowest marked distances 1 metre and 3.5ft), turning
through about 345°. Performance on test proved good, and
an acceptable 20« 16-inch print would be obtainable even
at full aperure. The inevitable slight edge flare (not notice-
able on most subjects) cleared up well at /4 and really
_ biting edg-:-m-adgc sharpness was found ar £/5.6 and /8,
The filter fitting is 58mun screw-in.

Viewing and focussing can be done by a walst-levcl finder
or pentaprism. The wast-level finder has a four-times
magnifier, large enough to cover almost all the screen. The
standard screen is curved on top with a flat ground, lower
surface. There is also 2 screen available with a split-image
finder, and many people would find this a useful investment.
However, focussing is very dependent on eyesight, and there
is no real substitute for a personal trial. The front of the
viewer hood can flap out and a rear aperture sight raised
1o give a sports finder. The whole waist-level hood is easily
removable and replaceable by a penmtaprism for eye-level
viewing. There is no instant-return mirror, but this is not
a vital point.

A delayed-action mechanism is fitted, the delay being timed
at about 11 seconds. The tripod bush is very well placed
at the cemtre of gravity, A film-reminder dial is placed on the
hack, which hinges open.  All the usual accessories appertain-
ing to SLLE cameras are available, including extension tubes,
The split-image rangefinder soreen is particularly useful as
an ard to casier and more certain focussing, and many people
will like the prism which converts the camera to an eve-level
onc. With the berter lens, and improved internal construc-
tion, this Praktisie IT fills a most useful niche in the range
of avallable camceras and well deserves it increasing popl-
larity.
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LENS PERFORMANCE

The first twa pictures sthow the entire field of view with ship st centre and sdge
sccording to the finder. The other illuitrations are same-size reproductsons of
parts of 20 inch prints, made fram the whole of negatives taken at various
apertures, Several teroes were made but only part of one can be reproduced
here, FPI film was wied, developed in Unitol.
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DATA IN BRIEF

Praktisiz 11 with Biometar, £139 10s 04,

Detachable pentaprism, £25 175 9d.

Extension tubes, automatic, £10 16s 3d.

Split-image screen, £17 35 64,

Eye—cup, £1 175 44,

Weight, about 2lb l4or,

Size overall, about 44 = 4] x Gfin.

Manufacturers: YEB Pentacon, Dresden, G.DR.

Distributors: ). J, Silber Led., 11 Morthburgh Street, London, E.C.1.
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